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By Athol Franz

On Thursday 27 June, I attended Absolute Aviation’s hand over of a brand new Cessna Citation M2 
to its wonderful customer Mack Air from Maun, Botswana. I have attended many aviation launches 

in my life in aviation, but this was a night to behold! What an amazing setting it was in the Charter hangar 
on the south side of Lanseria International Airport with a large number of guests. 

Over the past year, Mack Air has purchased 17 brand new Cessna 

Caravan EXs and this 18th addition to its fl eet comes at an interesting 

time in southern African aviation when clearly tourism within the 

wildlife Okavango Delta areas of Botswana and surrounding areas is 

at an all-time high. 

Jet setting standards
Until recently, commercial operators based in Northern Botswana 

have been operating piston or turboprop aircraft, but Mack Air will 

be the fi rst to operate its very own light jet, a Cessna Citation M2. 

Th is will allow the company to launch a world class, bespoke jet 

service for use by its valued customers. Th e Citation M2 is a seven 

passenger business jet that cruises at speeds in excess of 740 km/hr, 

makes short work of lengthy international distances and cuts layover 

times to an absolute minimum. 

Th e aircraft cruises up to 41,000 feet, well above the weather, which 

in addition to the luxurious club seating, cabin layout and Wi-Fi 

access, makes this a perfect aircraft for an eff ortless business trip, 

exquisite safari experience or an absolute pleasure for a quick holiday 

with the family.

Exquisite safari experiences
Specifi cally for the safari season, Mack Air can now transfer a group of 

seven passengers straight off  an international fl ight at Johannesburg’s 

OR Tambo Airport to Maun or similar in less than an hour and a 

half; then transition them at Maun directly onto one of its dedicated 

brand new Cessna Grand Caravan EX Aircraft, for their fi nal ‘hop’ to 

their lodge in one Botswana’s prime safari areas. In addition, through 

its partnership with the Absolute Aviation Group and specifi cally 

Absolute Flight Services, Mack Air will be in a position to not only 

off er world class lounge and VIP handling facilities from OR Tambo, 

Lanseria or Cape Town Airports in South Africa, but gives it access 

to an additional complete suite of world class private jet aircraft that 

have the ability to carry anything from seven to 14 passengers to their 

destinations across the African Continent and Indian Ocean Islands.

Absolute Aviation Group
Absolute Flight Services was established to assist customers to optimise 

effi  ciency in the management of aviation assets. Th e team specialises in 

reducing the demands of aircraft ownership and is qualifi ed to oversee 

the full maintenance and fl ight operations of owner aircraft. 

As further evidence of its focus on customer experience, Absolute 

Aviation’s management packages are tailored to the specifi c 

requirements of the owner with a wide range of possibilities. 

Everything from charter support, to hangarage and maintenance 

management, to a fully operational FBO and Advantage Lounge 

with full concierge travel services are possible and provided on 

demand. Well done to Lizere Malan, Guy Worthington and the 

Absolute Aviation Team for an outstanding event that was enjoyed 

by everyone present.
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