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Share the rush withShare the rush with  
Jason BeamishJason Beamish

Early on Sunday morning 30 June, I arrived at the Absolute Aviation 
departure lounge on the south side of Lanseria International Airport 
to meet up with the winners and their families. Lizere Malan from 
Absolute Aviation had laid on a hearty breakfast with warm coff ee 
and tea to warm up everyone on this cold morning. Keaton Perkins 
assisted Jason with the strapping in of the three guests who would fl y 
in an aerobatics’ sortie for the very fi rst time.

Darren Brand
First up was Darren Brand (22) in his fi nal year studying aeronautical 
engineering at Wits University. Darren said: “I follow Absolute 
Aviation on LinkedIn as I was lucky enough to complete some of my 
compulsory vacation work there in 2017 and came across the Share the 
Rush competition on its page. I entered the competition because I love 
aircraft and I have never been aerobatic fl ying, so I really had nothing 
to lose and everything to gain.

On to the actual fl ight, I can happily say that it was something that I 
have never experienced before. I’ll be the fi rst one to admit that I do 
not enjoy rollercoasters, but I can conclude that this was nothing like 
that. Th e fi rst thing that took me by surprise was the pure power of 
this aircraft at take-off . We lifted off  the ground in no time and Jason 
pitched up immediately in what felt like a nearly vertical climb. Th e 
next thing that got me was how pulling G forces aff ected me. Even 
though we did not do anything extreme, I nearly ‘blacked out’ during 
the one manoeuvre. Th is is something to which one needs to get used. 

Th e manoeuvres that Jason performed which I can remember were 
a normal loop, a half Cuban, a few barrel rolls and my favourite, a 
tail-slide. Unfortunately, nausea got the better of me and we had to 
head back slightly early. However, if I could, I would go back and do 
it over and over again.

Jason is obviously a great pilot, but he was also very considerate. He always 
warned me before each manoeuvre and asked if I was feeling alright after 
each one and was completely understanding when I said I was not feeling 
too well. I am extremely grateful to Jason for this amazing experience. 
Th ank you Absolute Aviation for organising the competition and for the 
hospitability extended to me and my family.

By Athol Franz

African Pilot was invited to attend the function where Absolute Aviation had developed 

an on-line website competition where three winners’ names would be drawn so they 

could take an aerobatics’ fl ight with Jason Beamish in his German built Extra 300XL. 

Jason is the son of Pick ‘n Pay’s chief pilot and legend on the aerobatic circuit – Larry.

hospitability extended to me and my family.

Extra 300 SC

Darren Brand 
and Jason Beamish
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Th e Morton family experience
Denise Morton is a magistrate seconded to the Nigel Magistrates’ Court: 
She wrote the following: “We are a closely knit family where both my 
husband Jean and I practise law.  Our children Juan-Christiaan and 
Micail are 13 and 11 years of age respectively. Juan is fanatical about 
fl ying and aspires to become a pilot for a major airline when he ‘grows 
up.’ Juan is the reigning pre-teen Mr. Gauteng and during an interview, 
an amazing woman Pamela Bossert noted Juan’s passion for aviation and 
arranged for him to meet up with her pilot friend  Breydon Blignaut. 
Ever since that day we have eaten, drunk, slept and learned about aviation.

I entered this competition on Facebook during a lunch-break in March. 
I did not read any of the terms and conditions as I thought this would 

be an experience Juan would love. In fact, I had little belief that I would 
make the draw as at 43 I have never won anything. I was in court when 
Lizere Malan contacted me with the exhilarating news that my name 
was the fi rst one drawn! How amazing! I said I entered for my son, but 
Lizere very graciously and tactfully told me that I would have to make 
the fl ight myself, as the prize was not transferable. I started stressing! I 
broke the news of entering and winning to my family the same evening, 
but Juan-Christiaan was so disappointed at not being able to partake.

So the day fi nally arrived. It was a crisp, cold winter morning.  We 
arrived at Lanseria and were welcomed with great hospitality with 
breakfast, coff ee and we were given branded caps.  Juan immediately 
started exploring the hangar and aircraft when Lizere broke the news 
to me that Juan could fl y with Jason because the third placed winner 
had decided not to take up the prize. We were awaiting my turn and 
only then did Juan learn of the thrilling opportunity that was about 
to befall him. 

Needless to say, Juan was the braver of the two of us and he returned 
bright eyed and with red cheeks, smiling from ear to ear after his rush, 
with an impressive fl ip right onto the landing strip. Afterwards we sat 
discussing our amazing experience and Juan said that he wished he could 
do it all over again in slow motion. Th ank you to the Absolute Aviation 
team and Jason Beamish for giving dreams’ wings.”
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The Morton family experience be an experience Juan would love In fact I had little belief that I would
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Morten family

Juan and Denise Morten

Brand family
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